
Residents, businesses and industries in Tulare depend on groundwater to meet all of  our drinking water, landscape irrigation, 
industrial, and other needs. For decades, however, we and much of California’s Central Valley has drawn more water from the 
ground than nature or local agencies can replaces. Th is unsustainable overdraft  of water beneath us has occurred because of 
a multitude of reasons, not the least of which is the reallocation of historical surface deliveries from the north into the Valley 
to other environmental purposes, causing farmers to pump more to sustain the crops that drive the regional economy.

At the peak of California’s record-breaking 2012-2016 drought, the State legislature passed the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA) of 2014. 
SGMA requires local public agencies form 
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies 
(GSA) to implement and comply with the 
law beginning Jan. 31, 2020. Th ese agencies 
are authorized, among other things, 
to prepare and adopt a Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan, propose and update 
fees, monitor compliance and enforcement. 
SGMA implementation within the city 
limits of Tulare and Visalia, and the Tulare 
Irrigation District service area is provided 
by the Mid-Kaweah GSA, a joint powers 
agency formed on September 14, 2015. 
Learn more about how SGMA aff ects you 
and what you can do about it by visiting 
the below websites and attend any of the 
public meetings underway to comply with 
this new state law.

Discover EngageExplore

Water Beneath Your Feet

(559) 686-2166  •  www.midkaweah.org  •  Mid-Kaweah GSA, 144 S. L Street, Suite N Tulare, CA 93274

The Mid-Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency is a joint powers authority established on September 14, 2015.
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Chart illustrates changes in average groundwater elevations beneath the City of Tulare 
(elevation 280 feet) during both droughts and wet periods.
Source: California Department of Water Resources, San Joaquin Valley Water Year Hydrologic Classifi cation Indices


